SOME MEMORIES FROM THE PAST
York Twinning Association is a volunteer
organization created to foster friendships, an
understanding, and mutual respect between the
people of York and people of other nationalities.

How can you fit into our organization?
•

Help with publicity and marketing

•

Assist with fundraisers

•

Participate as a host for adult and/ student
exchanges

•

Attend meetings and share your ideas

•

Organize social events and activities

•

Participate in our four yearly seasonal events

Fall—Oktoberfest celebration
Winter—12th Night House Tour Fundraiser
Spring—Wine Tasting Social

Summer—Social/Bastille Day Picnic

Become a member of
York Twinning Association!
* Forge new friendships,
* Foster cultural understanding,

* Grow York’s International Relationships!

For more information contact Co-Presidents,
Doug and Betty Stein at 717-880-1404.

YORK TWINNING ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP INVITATION

Yes, I/We would like to be a member(s) of the York Twinning Association.
Please make check(s) payable to York Twinning Association.

__ *Student-$10 __ Single Adult-$20 __ Two people-$30 __Family (3+ people)-$40

Name(s) ________________________________________________________________

The York Twinning Association is an independent
organization of citizens in the greater York, PA area.
The 501c3 organization is supported solely by
membership dues and fundraising activities. For
more information contact Co-Presidents, Doug and
Betty Stein at 717-880-1404.

Address ________________________________________________________________

The cities were formally “twinned” in 1954.
Today York-Arles is the world’s oldest
continuous sister-city program.

Exchanges between York, Arles, and LE are planned
on a rotating basis, alternating when Yorkers visit
Arles and LE, and when people from Arles and LE
visit York. During exchanges, visitors are hosted by
local families and participate in activities arranged
by the respective Twinning Associations. Student
scholarships are available to help defray the cost of
transportation.

City _______________________ State_________ Zipcode________________

In 1951, as part of their plan to
celebrate the 2,000th anniversary of France, the city of Arles searched for an
American city to join in the celebration. With
assistance of Le Monde Bilingue, an invitation
was sent to York through Dr. Lyles. Dr. Lyles,
Marguerite Eriksson, and General Jacob Devers,
a native of York who spent time in the south of
France during his military career, attended the
Arles celebration. The relationship between
Arles and York had begun!

York Twinning Association has provided the
opportunity for hundreds of students, teachers, and
other citizens to participate in educational and
cultural exchanges with the people of Arles, France
and Leinfelden-Echterdingen, Germany. Friendships and memories formed will last a lifetime.

Phone _________________ Email address ____________________________________

Dr. Victoria Lyles, the Director of
Elementary Education in the city
of York, Pennsylvania, also felt
that learning about new cultures
was important. She hired
Marguerite Eriksson as the first
educator to teach French in the
elementary schools.

In 1976 York celebrated the 200th birthday
of the United States. Members of York
Twinning Association decided to seek a new
relationship, with Germany, to expand its
rich German heritage. An organization
called Sister Cities International, created in 1956 by
President Eisenhower, assisted in connecting York
with Leinfelden-Echterdingen(LE), a city in southwest Germany. The first cultural exchange
occurred in 1981 with the York-LE “twinning”
relationship formalized in 1984.

*If Student Membership—Name of School ______________________ Year _________

During World War II, an imprisoned Frenchman
named Jean Marie Bressand founded an
organization called Le Monde Bilingue—
Bilingual World. He believed that future wars
could be prevented if people of different cities
and countries would meet and form friendships. To further promote this idea his
organization actively sought cities from around
the world to be “twinned” with each other.

Expanding the Horizons

Mail to: York Twinning Association, P.O. Box 21318, York, PA 17402

Origins of
York Twinning Association

