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A Message from your Co-Presidents
W

Joyeuses Fetes, Schone Felertage Happy Holidays!

2025 has been a busy year for YTA filled with many
opportunities to increase membership, socialize during
in-person meetings, participate in fun cultural events,
and share experiences with old and new friends from
our ’twin’ cities Arles, France and Leinfelden-
Echterdingen (LE), Germany.

Six in-person meetings with zoom access were held in
the Loucks Room at the York YMCA. We held a

very successful 12th Night Holiday tour in January,
attended by about 250 people. YTA hosted three social
events including a March wine tasting at Lavender
Acres in Hellam, PA, a July14th Bastille Day summer
celebration, and a September Oktoberfest celebration
held at Lancaster Leiderkrantz. YTA also participated in
the May, Give Local, fundraiser raising over $2,600 to
support our organization and cultural activities.

Due to changes in leadership in Arles and LE, summer
student exchanges were paused. We hope to resume
those exchanges in 2026. The adult exchange program
continued and 21 YTA members participated in a
fantastic summer exchange, hosted by members of the
LE-York Club. Mayor Helfrich and VP Laura Koebnick
represented YTA at a three day celebration in Arles in
September. In November YTA will host Ben Morhardt,
a high school student from LE, for a two week visit.

All of these experiences can happen because of the
time, effort, and support from you, our YTA members!

We wish everyone a peaceful holiday season and look
forward to another year of opportumtles for growth fun,
and friendship. o

Betty & Doug,
Co-Presidents, YTA

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR TWELFTH
NIGHT TOUR - JANUARY 4, 2026!

We are excited to announce that YTA’s 12" Night
Holiday tour will be held on Sunday, January 4, 2026,
from 1 PM to 5 PM, showcasing homes and buildings in
the area of York City’s historic Newton Square. This
neighborhood, devastated by Hurricane Agnes in 1972
was revitalized in the 1980s through York’s Back to the
City movement. Today, Newton Square is a charming
neighborhood with unique historic homes. Logos
Academy, located at 255 W. King Street, will be our
base this year. Ophelia Chambliss’ Queue Building is
also featured on our tour with several artists opening
their studios and displaying their works. We hope to
have student musicians performing at various locations.

YTA’s 12th Night Holiday Tour is our biggest
fundraiser. We hope you will support this important
event by purchasing or selling the tickets being mailed
out to YTA members. *** Tour tickets make great
Christmas gifts! Tickets cost $25 each. You can visit
our website Yorktwinning.com to purchase tickets on-
line. Tickets can be also be purchased/picked up at our
base, Logos Academy, on January 4th between 12:45
PM and 4:45 PM. If you are unable to attend, please
consider making a donation so we can continue to
provide social activities for our members, cultural expe-
riences to visitors from our sister cities Arles, France
and Leinfelden-Echterdingen, Germany, and scholar-
ships to York County students who travel with YTA
during cultural exchanges.

Checks and donations should be made payable to YTA
and mailed to: YTA c/o 12" Night Committee, 279
Little Creek Road, Spring Grove, PA 17362.

Volunteers are needed to greet people as they visit
each location. Contact Amy Matthews at 717-495-
9970 or amymatthews@hotmail.com to arrange a time
to help! Joanne Nosoff is in charge of cookies and
baked good donations for the event. Please contact her
at Jo.teacher@verizon.net or 717-870-7602 by
December 28, 2025 with what, and how much, you are
able to donate.

Twinned with:
Arles, France
(Since 1954)

@

VILLEARLES

OUR MISSION:
To create opportunities for personal contacts while gaining
mutual respect and international friendship through
organized exchange programs with our twin cities.

Germany
(Since 1981)
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YTA Board Officers &
Chairpersons

BOARD OFFICERS

Co-Presidents:  Doug & Betty Stein

Vice President: POSTION OPEN
Secretary: Michele Groat
Treasurer: JaNeene Powell
Asst. Treasurer: Kyle Groft
French Adult Exchange:

Jennifer Grim & Diane Reimert
French Student Exchange:

Kristin Witmer, Kristie Spies
German Adult Exchange:

Hank Groat & Laura Koebnick
German Student Exchange: Molly Wiles
12th Night Home Tour Co-chairs:

Jessie Henning* & Amy Matthews*
Webmaster: Ken Krause*
Membership Chair: POSITION OPEN
General Fundraising: POSITION OPEN
Marketing / PR: POSITION OPEN
Compliance Officer: POSITION OPEN

* Denotes Board Directors

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Newsletter: Betty Stein

Spring Wine Tasting Social: JaNeene Powell
Summer Social/Bastille Day: OPEN

Fall Oktoberfest: Hank & Michele Groat
Hospitality for In Person Meetings: Kristina
Spies

YTA Calendar of Meetings & Social
Events

MEETING DATES

Thank you to the York YMCA of the Roses for
allowing us to continue using their Loucks
Room for YTA meetings at no charge. Future
Board and membership meetings will be held on
the third Wednesday of the month from 6:30 to
8:30 P.M., both in-person and via ZOOM. All
meetings are open to both Board and General
Membership. Meetings will be followed by a
short social time. Agendas, in-person and ZOOM
links will be sent out one week prior to meetings.
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2026 MEETING DATES

January—No formal meeting due to January
4th, 12th Night Tour.

February 18th —Regular Board meeting
March — Wine tasting event— Date TBD
April 15th—Regular Board meeting

April 30th-May 1st — Give Local York
fundraiser , 24 hours from 9 PM to 9 PM

June 18th— Regular Board meeting.

August 8th— Summer celebration & farewell

dinner for French Student and Adult visitors—

UPCOMING SOCIAL EVENTS

Winter 2026: 12th Night Holiday Home
Tour, January 4, 2026, 1 PM to S PM

Spring 2026: Wine Tasting Social

Summer 2026: Summer social—this year
we will celebrate summer and a belated
Bastille Day in conjunction with the fare-
well dinner for our visiting French adult
and French student visitors on August 8th!

Fall 2026: Oktoberfest celebration

more information to come closer to the date

August 19th — Regular Board meeting
*Change of location for this meeting. Due to a
scheduling conflict it will be held in the Tech
Rev building beside the YMCA of York.

September 21st —Oktoberfest Celebration

October 21th —Short Board meeting - hoping
to have a reception following the meeting with
visiting LE students and their host families.

November 18th - Board/budget meeting

December—No formal meeting.
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO
OUR 12TH NIGHT SPONSORS

Jacob Miller, Jr.
Platinum Sponsor

) , _ Krouse Travel
YTA members enjoyed authentic German music,

festive dancing, delicious food, beer, pretzels, and %,u Se
fellowship as they celebrated Oktoberfest at e
Lancaster Liederkranz, September 21st! Thank

All Travel, All the Time

you to Hank and Michele Groat for making those Gold Sponsor
arrangements and reserving a table for us.
Anonymous
Ben & Fran Hoover
The York Water Company

Silver Sponsors

Budget Rentals Management LL.C
CORE Design Group
Royal Square Development & Construction
Bronze Sponsors

Printed by Atlas Rubber Stamp & Printing
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2026 YTA Student Exchange News

Kristin Witmer and Kristi Spies are YTA Co-Chairs
for French student exchanges. They are hoping to
have about 5 YTA students travel to Arles, France on
July 13, 2026 then return to the USA with exchange
partners on July 27th. Any students interesting in
traveling to Arles, France this summer please contact
Mrs. Witmer at kell0808@hotmail.com or Mrs. Spies
at kspies@ycds.org as soon as possible.

o R

Lancaster By
Liederkranz - 488 F  Molly Wiles is the YTA Chair for German student
$1.00 Ticket i exchanges. She is coordinating plans with teachers

TATIONAL TICKET CO.®,5HAMOKIN, PA 17672 U.SA. 5/0-672-2900 5 X "’a. ll’l YOI‘k al’ld Lelnfelden-EChteI‘dingen (LE),

: "2 Germany. Students from York will travel to LE from
about June 12, 2026 to June 25, 2026. Students from
LE will come to visit York in the Fall, from about
October 9, 2026 to October 24, 2026. Any students
interested in traveling to LE, Germany this summer
contact Molly Wiles at mollywiles68@gmail.com as
soon as possible.

Applications to participate in these travel exchanges
can be found our YTA website at:
https://www.yvorktwinning.com/
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Update - French Adult Exchange
August 3 through 10, 2026

Information submitted by Jennifer Grim

Jennifer Grim and Diane Reimert are YTA Co-Chairs for
the Summer 2026 Adult French Exchange for French
adults who will be visiting York. The French adult plan-
ning committee has been meeting since August to provide

an exciting week long program for our guests. They will
arrive August 3, 2026 and depart August 10, 2026.

The French Are Coming!

August 4th we will be taking them to York City. Plans
for the day include a visit to the Colonial Court House, a
tour of the Gates and Plow Tavern, a self-guided tour of
the new History Center, lunch at Central Market, time to
shop, and a visit to see the murals at Royal Square. We
also hope to meet with the Mayor and possibly have a late
afternoon reception with some special guests. On August
5, 2026 we will immerse ourselves in Native American
culture with a tour of the Zimmerman Center, (a restored
historical colonial home), ride in the historic 1912 elec-
tric boat named “Chief Uncas” on the Susquehanna River,
and walk a trail, led by guides speaking about the history
of Susquehannock natives. August 6, 2026 we will spend
a half day in Harrisburg touring the Capitol building then
lunch in the cafeteria before heading home. On August 7,
2026 French students who will also be visiting York will
join us as we take a charter bus trip to Washington, D.C.
After a quick bus ride around the mall area we will take a
group tour of the Capitol Building. The remainder of the
day people are free to walk through the mall area and tour
Smithsonian museums of their choice. On August 8, 2026
we will be visiting Lancaster. This day will include a visit
to an Amish home, a buggy ride, and lunch. The evening
of August 8th we will again be joined by the French
students, and their host families, for a catered farewell
dinner and celebration at Lake Meade Community Center.
Music and line dancing have been arranged for entertain-
ment. August 9, 2026 is a ‘free’ day for host families to
spend with their French guest(s). After a busy, fun-filled
week, we will say Au Revoir to our Arlesian friends on
August 10, 2026.

YTA members are encouraged to participate in this ex-
change experience by volunteering to host French visitors,
carpool/transport people to and from events, or make
arrangements to entertain one or more of our guests for
dinner on evenings not already scheduled. A detailed
schedule of events will be emailed out with exact times
and prices prior to the exchange, giving YTA members an
opportunity to sign up and participate in the events listed
above. Purchase of seats on the bus to Washington, D.C.
and boat ride on the Susquehanna River in “Chief Uncas”
will be offered on a first come, first serve basis since seats
for these two events are limited.

We thank John Zimmerman for his generous donation that
will help defray the costs of the native day. Additional
sponsorships are welcomed! Please direct any questions to
Jennifer Grim at 717-515-8308 or jsygrim@yahoo.com

WELCOME BEN MORHARDT!

sssss

% Morhardt, from our twin city, Leinfeld-
en-Echterdingen (LE), German to the
i USA on Wednesday, November 23rd

| for a two week stay. Ben’s family
hosted Elijah Henning during YTA’s
recent summer 2025 trip to LE. Elijah
and Ben became good friends so the
" family is excited to host Ben and
~ provide him with many experiences.

After his long flight from Germany, Ben got £
to fly from Dulles airport to York airport in a §&
plane piloted by his host dad, Derrick. Ben
had an early start Thanksgiving morning by
running in York’s 5K Turkey Trot. Later in
the day he enjoyed a traditional Thanksgiv-
ing dinner with the extended Stein family.

, #!

3
\.

The Henning family is very active and have been keeping
Ben busy. They’ve taken him 4-wheeling, bowling, Black
Friday shopping, and to Chick-fil-A. After a day spent at
Hershey Park they went to see a Hershey Bear’s hockey
game.

They also planned trips to Washington, DC and New York
City. Ben will shadow Elijah and his brother Sean, when he
attends Spring Grove High School for two days and will have
a chance to speak to HS German classes about his exchange
experiences.

Ben will have the opportunity to watch Sean and Elijah
compete in a high school swimming and diving competition.
He will also get to participate in the Spring Grove Christmas
tree lighting. The weekend before he leaves the Hennings
hope to take him to visit York’s Colonial Courthouse, the
new History Center and have lunch at Central Market.

York Twinning Association is happy to have had a part in
connecting the Morhardt and Henning families through our
exchange program between York and LE. We hope they will
continue their friendship for many years to come!


mailto:jsygrim@yahoo.com
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WHAT’S YOUR STORY ?22?

How have you been involved with YTA? Did you
travel to Arles or Leinfelden-Echterdingen? Were you
a host for visitors during one of our exchanges? May-
be you attended or volunteered during one of our
events. Maybe you still maintain close relationships
with friends you met through YTA. By sharing pho-
tos and stories we hope to rebuild  relationships,
reconnect with friends with whom we may have lost
contact, and encourage others to join our association.
Please consider sending us your photos and memories
to share in future issues of Tete. Send information to:
1132331 (@comcast.net

Subject line: YTA Memories

Wonderful YTA Exchange

Experiences!
By Kristi Spies

& I'm Kristi Spies and I've been
§ a member of York Twinning
- Association since 2013. As a
French teacher | was very
excited to learn about York's
connection to France. The
city of York is very lucky to
have two twin cities. The
oldest is in Arles, France and
: the second is in Leinfelden-
Echterdingen, Germany. I’m a native Yorker and was
impressed with the fact that YTA existed and has
thrived for so many years. Thanks to receiving an
edition of La Téte a Téte newsletter in my school
mailbox, | became involved in the club. My mother,
Janice Klinke, joined me as well. My mom hosted
twice for the Arles Adult Exchanges and really
enjoyed the experiences.

| was very fortunate to serve as chaperone for two
student trips to Arles. The first was in 2015 and it was
my first visit to this area of France. | had a small
group of 3 young ladies from Central and Dallastown
school districts. We arrived in Marseille and met our
host families. The trip went smoothly except that the
gift of maple syrup that | had brought for my host,
Karine Lopez, had exploded in my luggage. Karine
hosted a welcome party at her home and we all
enjoyed crépes in her lovely garden and cooled off in
the pool.

My daughter Harper was 7 at the time and accompanied
me on the trip. She fell in love with France and loved
every minute of her first overseas adventure. The group
had an excursion to the medieval town called Aigues-
Mortes near Gardes. i
The town is most
well known for its
1640 meters of
fortification walls,
constructed begin-
ning in 1272, and still
encircling the village
today. There were
magnificent views of the marshes and the Rhone river
from the city walls. Students were impressed by the site
and amazed by the views of the pink salts that were
being mined at the water’s edge.

| e

After a weekend with their host families, the group met
up again to visit Le Pont du Gard. The Pont du Gard is an
ancient Roman aqueduct bridge built in the first century
AD to carry water over 50 km to the Roman colony of
Nemausus. It crosses the river Gardon near the town of
Vers-Pont-du-Gard in southern France. The Pont du
Gard is one of the best preserved Roman aqueduct
bridges in the world. We toured Le Musée du Pont du
Gard and learned about the history and construction of
the aqueduct by the Romans. After a refreshing gelato
and a quick dip in the River we headed back to Arles.

2019 - 1000 year old olive
tree near the Pont du Gard

...............

At this point the students and host families did some
travel on their own. Some headed to Paris and others
escaped the heat with a trip to the Pyrenees. My daugh-
ter and | were able to visit the Musée d'Arles Antique to
learn about the founding of Arles in the first century BC
by the Romans. It was an important trading post due to
its position at the mouth of the Rhéne river.
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(Continued) Wonderful YTA

Exchange Experiences! -
By Kristi Spies

Many of Van Gogh's most
| famous paintings such as
Starry Night, The Sunflow-
__ ers, and Café at Night were
painted around Arles during
his 15 month stay in 1888-
1889. Arles still has the
Roman Arena, built in 90 AD. The amphitheater held
over 20,000 spectators of chariot races and bloody
hand-to-hand battles. Nowadays, it draws smaller
crowds for bullfighting during the Feria d'Arles, as
well as plays and concerts in summer. In addition
Arles has the ruins of a Roman theater that at one
time seated 8,000 spectators. The theatre and arena
are both listed as UNESCO World Heritage Sites.
Another famous, not to miss site, is the Hotel-Dieu-
Saint-Espirit, where Vincent Van Gogh spent time
recovering from an episode when he cut off his own
ear.

We also enjoyed a trip to
Toulon and Marseilles
with a former exchange
student that we had host-
ed in York through the
Rotary Club. While visiting &
we were able to sunbathe F »'
on a beach with pink 5
flamingos, enjoy ice
cream on the coast and "
see fireworks to celebrate |
Bastille Day.

2015 - Toulon

| flew back with the French students in tow for their
two week adventure in the USA. While stateside we
had a welcome party and a picnic at Lake Redman.
Students then spent time traveling with their host
families. Some visited Philadelphia while others
made it to New York or the Eastern Shore. My family
had scheduled our vacation to the beach in South
Carolina, so YTA co-chair, Kristen Witmer, made sure
when the group’s two week visit to York was over

that the French students all got back to France safely.

“ My second trip as chaperone
was in 2019. Little did we know
that soon Covid 19 would
descend upon the world and
__ change how we live and travel
for several years. This trip had a
larger group of 5 students from
multiple districts around the
. county. Students again enjoyed
visiting the Pont du Garde and

~ L1 8 a welcome party chez Lopez.
The families of the students all knew each other and
after a few days in Arles, the students travelled inde-
pendently with their families. They went to St. Marie de
la Mer for a beach day. Next they took the train to Paris
for a weekend visit. The remainder of the time they
spent in Arles and the surrounding areas visiting a water
park and going to “le marché” in Arles. | was able to visit
another exchange student we had hosted. Paul was
from Cannes and it was so nice to meet his parents and
siblings. We also visited Nice where we took a Segway
tour of the city and participated in a cooking class where
| learned to make the classics: salade nicoise and tarte
tintin. | took a solo trip to Avignon and went on a vine-
yard tour. | stayed in Marseilles the weekend before our
departure and took an ebike tour of “les calanques” and
a visit to Notre Dame de la Garde Basilica. The views
from the courtyard overlooking the sea and the port
were simply jawdropping. | was able to enjoy the Bas-
tille Day fireworks from my hotel balcony. | met the stu-
dents and families the next day to return to York for
their two week stay. Students enjoyed a welcome pool
party celebrating the blrthday of one of the V|S|t|ng
French students. A "
trip to New York was
the highlight for the
French students.
One said, “It was like =
a movie!”. Before we
knew it, it was time
for the French
students to return ¢ < ]
home. | am so grateful to have had the opportunity to
visit Arles and the surrounding areas. It is a very special
place filled with warm people, fantastic food, and deep
historical roots. | encourage people to become mem-
bers of the York Twinning Association and participate in
the exchanges. It opens a whole new world for both
adults and students.
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2026 Membership Application

York Twinning
Association

Mission Statement. . .

“To create opportunities for personal contacts while gaining mutual respect and
international friendship through organized exchange programs with our twin cifies.”

* Due to rising costs, we increased membership fees in 2025 by $10 - the first raise since 2016! Printing
costs, postage, and handling for YTA Tete newsletters also increased so there is an additional yearly fee of
$20.00 for those wishing to receive hard copies of Tete mailed to them in 2026. We will continue to email
copies of the Tete newsletter to all members at no charge. Thank you for your understanding and support!

* I am pleased to support York Twinning Association through December 2026!
Please check all that apply: [] Single $30 )

D Couple/2 people household $40 S
D Family/3+people household $50 S
D Fee for printed copies of Tete $20 §
[ ] Additional donation S

Total due for 2026 S

A percentage of membership fees supports the Marguerite Eriksson Scholarship Fund.
York Twinning Association is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Donations are appreciated.
Please complete all information so our records can be updated.

Name

Street Address

City / State Zipcode
Mobile Phone Other phone

Email address

D Please check box if you DO NOT want to be included in the YT A membership directory.

I am interested in helping the organization with the following:

____ Membership _ FUNdraising activities ____ Hospitality

__ Newsletter ___Social Media ____ Publicity/Marketing
____ Programming ____Finance ___ Student Exchanges
___Adult Exchanges __ YTA Officer ___ Other (please specify)

Return this membership form and payment made out to York Twinning Association to:

York Twinning Association
P.O. Box 21318
York, PA 17402

Form updated 11-29-25
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