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     OUR MISSION:                                           

To create opportunities for personal contacts while gaining 
mutual respect and international friendship through           

organized exchange programs with our twin cities.  

 

  Bonjour! Guten Tag!  
From Co-Presidents Doug & Betty Stein   

   
The York Twinning Association had a busy summer! 
June 11th through June 25th fourteen YTA students 
traveled to Germany for a student exchange accom-
panied by chaperone and German teacher Lynn 
Leonard.  Their German student hosts will come to 
York for an exchange visit in October.  From July 
13th through July 27th Audrianna Dusseau, along 
with French teacher and YTA chaperone Kristi 
Spies,  represented YTA during an exchange to 
Arles, France.  On July 27th, Audrianna and Kristi 
returned to York bringing with them French student 
Gabrielle Peiffer, York-Arles Club President Marie-
France  Espinat, husband Alex and their son Thomas.        
Gabrielle was hosted by the Dusseau family. Marie-
France, Alex and Thomas were hosted by Kristi 
Spies from July 27th through August 3rd then 
switched host homes on August 3rdðThomas stayed 
with Kyle and Launa Groft before returning to 
France on August 7th.  Marie-France and Alex 
stayed with Betty and Doug Stein until departing, 
along with Gabrielle, for France on August 10th. 
 

YTAôs next in-person and zoom meeting will be held 
October 15th, starting at 6:30 PM, in the Loucks 
Room at the York YMCA.  After a brief business 
meeting members will get to share their experiences 
and hear memories and view photos from our student 
and adult exchange trips.  Hope to see you there!  
 
 
 
 

A Message from your Co-Presidents  SAVE THE DATE  - SEPTEMBER 20, 2026! 

 

 
WHAT:     Oktoberfest Celebration 
WHERE:  Lancaster Liederkrantz 
                   722 S. Chiques Road 
                   Manheim, PA  17545 
WHEN:     Sunday, September 20, 2026 
                   12 to 6 PM 
ADMISSION:  CASH ONLYð$10 at gate 
 

A table will be reserved for YTA members by a 
friend of Hank and Michele Groat. Hank and Michele 
will not be in attendance this year because they will 
be celebrating Oktoberfest in Germany!  Throughout 
the day there will be authentic German dancing, live 
music, singing, food, beer, and activities for kids. 
 

Free parking is available across the street from the 
venue or you can pay to park in the venue parking 
lot.  There is a handicap accessible ramp and golf cart 
to help transport those in need of assistance from the 
parking lot to the event tent.   
 

No food or drink may be brought into the event! 
 

Invite your family and friendsðthe more the merrier!   
Hope you come and join in the fun! 
 

Questions? Contact Betty Stein at 717-880-1404 
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YTA Calendar of Meetings & Social 

Events 

BOARD OFFICERS 
 

Co-Presidents: Doug & Betty Stein 
Vice President:  POSITION OPEN 
Secretary:   Michele Groat 
Treasurer:   JaNeene Powell 
Asst. Treasurer:  Kyle Groft 
French Adult Exchange:  
 Jennifer Grim, Diane Reimert 
French Student Exchange:  
  Kristin Witmer, Kristi Spies 
German  Adult Exchange: 
  Hank & Michele Groat 
German Student Exchange:  
       Molly Wiles CO-CHAIR NEEDED 
12th Night Home Tour Co-chairs:  
 Jessie Henning* & Amy Matthews* 
Webmaster:  Ken Krause* 
Membership Chair:  JaNeene Powell 
General Fundraising: POSITION OPEN 
Marketing / PR:         POSITION OPEN 
Compliance Officer:   POSITION OPEN   
*Denotes Board Directors 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS  
 

Newsletter:   Betty Stein  
Spring Wine Tasting Social: JaNeene Powell 
Summer Social/Bastille Day:  OPEN 
Fall Oktoberfest:  Hank & Michele Groat 
Hospitality for In Person Meetings: Kristi 
Spies 

MEETING DATES  
 

Unless otherwise notified, future Board and 
membership meetings will held in the Loucks 
Room at York YMCA, the third Wednesday of 
the month, as listed below, from 6:30-8:30 P.M., 
both in-person and via ZOOM.   
 
All meetings are open to both Board and General 
Membership. Meetings will be followed by a 
short social time. Agendas, in-person and ZOOM 
links will be sent out one week prior to meeting.   
 

 

2026 MEETING DATES  

  
September 20thðOktoberfest Celebrationð
Lancaster Liederkranz, Manheim, PA 

October 21stðShort Board meeting followed 
by reception for people to share summer photos 
from trip to Leinfelden-Echterdingen 

November 18th - Board/budget meeting 

DecemberðNo formal meeting. 
 

 

SOCIAL EVENTS  
  

Fall 2026: Oktoberfest celebration ï             
         September 20, 2026 
 
Winter 2027: 12th Night Holiday Home Tour, 
     January 3, 2027 
 
Spring 2027: Wine Tasting SocialðTBD 
 
Summer 2027: Summer Social/Bastille Day  
     
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YTA Board Officers & 

Chairpersons  

 

On July 17, 2026 
Betty & Doug 
Stein met with 
Yorkôs Mayor 
Sandie Walker to 
introduce her to 
York Twinning 
Association and 
its mission.  She 

is interested in continuing relationships with 
Yorkôs ñTwinò cities and would like to pur-
sue providing cultural experiences for York 
City students. She is holding the Protocole 
DôAmitie signed in Arles September 24, 
2024 by Mayor Carolis and Mayor Helfrich. 
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How have you been involved with YTA? Did you travel 
to Arles or Leinfelden-Echterdingen? Were you a host 
for visitors during one of our exchanges? Maybe you  
attended or volunteered during one of our events. Maybe 
you still maintain close relationships with friends you 
met through YTA.  By   sharing photos and stories we 
hope to rebuild relationships, reconnect with friends 
with whom we may have lost contact, and encourage 
others to join our association.  Please consider sending 
us your photos and memories to share in future issues of 
Tete.  Send information to: 
   j1j2j31@comcast.net           
   Subject line:  YTA Memories  

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Mary Wampler was my 

college roommate at    

Millersville from 1979 to 

1984 where we were both 

attending French graduate 

school.  We both loved it!  

In 1985 Nancy invited me to join York Twinning Asso-

ciation.  I was thrilled.  On a visit to Arles, Sabine and 

Michele Niquet welcomed me.  They were absolutely 

charming.  We are still friends today with Michele,  her 

husband Laurent and 

their daughter Maxine.  

In 1993 my 7 year old 

daughter came with me 

to Arles.  The Niquet 

family was wonderful to 

her.  We went on the 

double decker merry-go

-round!  They bought 

her a provencale skirt and even took us to the new 

McDonalds there!  

 

 WHATõS YOUR STORY ??? 

 A Life Changing Experience!  

Submitted by Mary Robinson  

 

 
We have so many happy memories of all our fun.  Michele 
and her family have extended their twinning visits twice to 
come stay with us in Delaware.  We feel very lucky to have 
such great friends in Arles.  
 

 
I continue to enjoy traveling to Arles and participating in 
activities and using my French to help translate when the 
visitors from Arles come to York to visit . . .  

 
    . . . and it all started with York Twinning Association! 

Mary Robinson and Nancy Wampler 
1985 in Arles, France. 

Mary and daughter Jocelyn with our 
French friends 

Jean Laurain & French friends with Jocelyn and Mary in Arles 

Arles 1993 - Jocelyn, Michele, 
Laurent, Henri & Sabine Niquet, 

Micheleôs parents 

Arles 1993 - Laurent, Michele, Jocelyn, 
Henri Niquet (Micheleôs dad) 

Son-in-law Jason, Jocelyn, Mary, 
Michele, Laurent, daughter Maxine at 
Nemours Estate in Wilmington, DE 

Mary, Laurent, my husband Lee, 
Michele & daughter Maxine at Cabelaôs 

where my husband worked.  

Michele and Mary at lunch in 
Arles during a YTA 2023 

exchange visit. 

Mary and Marie-
France enjoying the 
slide inside Arlesô 
Luma Tower in 2023 

Mary enjoying a relaxing 
boat ride at Lake Meade in 
East Berlin during the 2026 
Summer French Exchange to 

York 

Mary with Marie-France and her husband 
Alex during a visit to Lancaster during the 
2026 Summer French Exchange to York 

mailto:j1j2j31@comcast.net
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AN UNFORGETTABLE OPPORTUNITY 
YTA Student Exchange to Leinfelden-Echterdingen (LE), Germany 

June 11th to June 25th 
Submitted by Lynn Leonard, German teacher, South Western High School 

 
 The York Twinning Association (YTA) exchange trip to Leinfelden-
Echterdingen, Germany was an unforgettable opportunity for our students to    
experience German language and culture firsthand.  Students stepped outside the 
classroom and used their German in real-life situations while exploring new  
places, traditions, foods, and everyday life in Germany. 
 
 One of the most meaningful parts of the experience was the chance to live with host  
families and form friendships that extended far beyond the school day.  We are incredibly  
grateful to our hosts for welcoming our students so warmly and giving them an authentic 
glimpse into life in Germany. 
 
 A huge thank you also goes to YTA for organizing and supporting this exchange and 
making such a valuable experience possible.  We appreciate the many teachers, families,    
chaperones, organizers, and community members who contributed their time and energy along 
the way. This trip gave our students memories, friendships, and confidence in their German that 
we hope will stay with them for years to come. 
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A WONDERFUL EXCHANGE EXPERIENCE!  
YTA Student Exchange to Arles, France 

July 13th to July 27th; July 27th to August 10th 
Submitted by Kristi Spies, Middle and Upper School French Teacher, York Country Day School 

 
 The York Twinning Association (YTA) student exchange took place July 13th through 
July 27th in France and July 28th through August 10th in York. Audrianna Dusseau, a 2026 
graduate of New Oxford High School represented YTA very well.  Together, with my host and 
Club de Jumelage member Marie-France Espinat, we enjoyed several excursions.  We dined 
with Evelyne Laurent on board a boat in Arles and visited the town center during a World Cup 
match.  We also took a cruise on the Rhone River and we were able to see the wild horses and 
black bulls of Le Carmague along with many beautiful birds.  We were accompanied by both 
Evelyne Laurent and Michele Laffe and enjoyed a picnic together after the cruise.  I was lucky 
to visit Avignon with Marie-France and even got to see a play during the famous Avignon    
Theatre Festival.  

 
 

 
While state side, Marie-France, Alex,  
and their son Thomas enjoyed a visit to Fort McHenry and Gettysburg with my family as well 
as dinner invitations from the Stein and Groat families. Audrianna took Gabrielle, her French 
exchange visitor, to New York allowing Gabrielle to realize a life long dream. The second week 
of their visit, our French friends enjoyed many events planned for the adult exchange. Audrian-
na and Gabrielle joined the adult group for a bus trip to Washington, DC then wrapped up the 
visit to York with a wonderful farewell party that included country line 
dancing.  It was a wonderful exchange experience for everyone! 
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FRENCH ADULT EXCHANGE MEMORIESðSUMMER 2026 
Submitted by Betty Stein 

 

York Twinning Association hosted Marie-France Espinat, her husband Alex, and son Thomas 
from Arles, France during our Summer 2026 adult exchange.  A planning committee lead by  
co-chairs Jennifer Grim and Diane Reimert planned out a full itinerary for the August 3rd 
through August 10th visit. 
  
August 3rd Marie-France and husband Alex were welcomed by hosts Betty & Doug Stein.  
Thomas was welcomed by hosts Kyle and Launa Groft.  
 

August 4th members of York Twinning Association (YTA) and our French visitors were greet-
ed and welcomed to York City at Yorkôs Colonial Courthouse by Mayor Sandie Walker. Our      
visitors were then presented ñgoodieò bags from Bronley Martin and Sarah OôBrien represent-
ing York County Economic Alliance/Downtown Inc. and also received an additional bag, filled 
with coupons for local vendors, compiled by YTA members Jeff and Renee Miller.  Betty & 
Doug Stein provided a tour of the Colonial Courthouse before the group progressed across the 
street for a guided tour of the Gates House and Plow Tavern.  Afterwards the group walked to 
the new History Center for a self-guided tour before meeting at Central Market for lunch.  Our 
visitors ended their day dining, tubing, and boating on Lake Meade with Jennifer & Jack Grim, 
Diane Reimert, Bob Goley, Mary Robinson, and Scott Markle. 
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August 5th was another busy day. Our visitors and YTA members toured the historically     
renovated Zimmerman Center, donated in 2007 to the Susquehanna Heritage by John and 
Kathyrn Zimmerman. While there we learned about Native American history, toured the    
Center, then enjoyed a relaxing ride on the Susquehanna River in Chief Uncas, a 1912 electric 
wooden boat. Chief Uncas was built for Adolphus Busch who was a co-founder of the well-
known American Anheuser-Busch beer company.  Before the boat was acquired by the       
Susquehanna National Heritage Area, Busch used it for cruising Otsego Lake at his summer 
estate in Cooperstown, New York, located at the headwaters of the Susquehanna River. Thank 
you to Jennifer and Jack Grim for arranging this tour and to 102 year old John Zimmerman for 
his donation to YTA helping to make this event possible.  Afterwards we all enjoyed a picnic 
lunch before heading home.  Marie-France, Alex, Thomas, Betty & Doug Stein and Scott   
Markle made an extra stop at the Eisenhauer Harley-Davidson store and museum for some 
souvenirs and fun photos. 

     JOHN ZIMMERMAN 


